Is delayed bleeding after a colonoscopic polypectomy inevitable? Frankly speaking, I would answer 'Yes'. I hate to say this, but I have to admit that delayed bleeding after a polypectomy is the stern reality that has been encountered by the endoscopists ever since they first started to perform endoscopic polypectomies. When delayed bleeding occurs, it embarrasses both the endoscopist and the patient and even frustrates them .
The bleeding incidence rate varies in different reports and can be up to 10.2% [1] . Kim and his colleagues [2] reported a 0.17% bleeding rate in 2000. The author's results show 0.95%, which does not seem like a high incidence rate and may be acceptable in practice. It cannot be zero at the moment, but it can be reduced considerably by technical improvement. Most of the bleeding occurs within 1 week after the polypectomy. This report shows the same results regarding the timing of delayed bleeding. This suggests the existence of a critical time after a polypectomy, which is one to five days. This is different from posthemorrhoidectomy bleeding, which usually occurs one week after the hemorrhoidectomy [3] .
Many studies have been performed to prevent delayed or secondary bleeding after an endoscopic polypectomy. There has been much improvement in polypectomy techniques and in the development of polypectomy devices and tools, and the complication rate has decreased accordingly. However, the goal to do away with the bleeding completely has yet to be reached. Mechanical devices such as hemoclips and detachable snares have been developed and are very useful these days. Those are very helpful in preventing delayed hemorrhage, but even they cannot guarantee the prevention of bleeding. Nonetheless, endoscopists have to keep some
